Christ Is Better Than Joshua

(Who Lead Them into the Land)
Hebrews 4:1-10

Introduction:

I. The Rest Is Being Offered to Us – 4:1-3
A. Don’t Think That You Have Missed It – 4:1

“let us be careful that lest any of you think that he has missed it” (literal translation)
The word “seem” can also be translated “think”.
How do you choose?

The rest of this section seems dedicated to demonstrating that God’s rest is still open. 

B. The Same Good News Was Preached to Us – 4:2
[Gospel εὐηγγελισμένοι (means what? - Good news]
He is not talking about the Gospel of salvation, but the good news about the Kingdom, a non-technical sense as in the following verses:
Luke 1:19﻿﻿
“And the angel answered and said to him, “I am ﻿﻿Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you ﻿﻿these glad ﻿﻿tidings εὐαγγελίσασθαί.

I Thess. 3:6

﻿“But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and brought us good news (εὐαγγελισαμένου) of your faith and love, 
When was it preached to the Hebrews and us?

By John the Baptist, then by Jesus - “The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand”

C. They Failed to Enter Because of Unbelief – 4:2

The message they heard did not profit them.

 It was not mixed with faith - they didn’t believe it. 


So, they did not enter in.

D. We Who Believe Do Enter – 4:3
“We who believe” – not for salvation here, but believe in His promise of the kingdom.

We enter in by faith in the kingdom rest.
He has already stated that Christians are heirs – 
Heb 1:14

“Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will ﻿﻿inherit salvation?”
Not like them who did not believe and did not enter. “They shall not enter into my rest”. Although the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

II. The Rest Is Still Available – 4:4-9

A. The Rest Began at Creation – 4:4

God prepared the rest; then He rested.

Man (Adam) had to make a decision to enter or not. He did not!
B. The Rest Was Offered in Moses’ Time – 4:5-6
1. It was offered at Kadesh Barnea 

“and again in this place” –  referring to Moses’ generation – Approximately 1500 BC.
2. It was not mixed with faith - They refused to enter.
3. God refused to let them go in.

It was there that God said, “They shall not enter into my rest”.
“It remains that some must enter” (v. 6).
God does not work in vain. He prepared the rest, so some will enter.

C. The Rest Was Offered Again In David’s Time – 4:7-8

Question: What about Joshua [not Jesus]. Didn’t he lead them into rest? (That would mean that the rest is no longer open)

“For if ﻿﻿Joshua had ﻿﻿given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day”
Answer: They went in all right, but they never did possess the land. They served other gods and forgot the Jehovah.

So He sent them into captivity to the very center of idolatry. 

The 10 northern tribes to Assyria in 722 BC

The 2 southern tribes to Babylon in 586 BC

Note: The kingdom that God promised Abraham and later to David had one word that tells us that the kingdom has not been realized yet. That word is “forever”.
﻿

Genesis 12:3 - He first promises the land -- 
 “for all the land which you see ﻿﻿I give to you and ﻿﻿your ﻿﻿descendants forever.
Genesis 13:15 – He gives the dimensions of the land.

﻿﻿“To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates”.
Genesis 17:6 – The covenant is everlasting 

“And I will ﻿﻿establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, ﻿﻿to be God to you and ﻿﻿your descendants after you”.
Genesis 17:8 -- The land is an everlasting possession 

 “Also ﻿﻿I give to you and your descendants after you the land ﻿﻿in ﻿﻿which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and ﻿﻿I will be their God”. 

II Samuel 7:16 the kingdom will last forever

“And ﻿﻿your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before ﻿﻿you. Your throne shall be established forever.”  

1. In Psalm 95
Generally speaking David is seen as the author of the Psalms.

2. In 1000 B.C.

David lived in about 1000 BC

D. Therefore, A Rest Remains – 4:9

There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 

God rested---That Generation---David---the Hebrews---US
At Creation     -  1500BC    -    1000BC  -   AD 67   –  2008

III. We Can Enter into That Rest – 4:10
A. We Enter Here and Now – Romans 12:1-2

There is a decision to be made.
B. We Enter by Faith

We must believe that God’s kingdom rest will become a reality in His time.

We must believe that He will reward faithfulness at the Judgment Seat (I Corinthians 3: 10-17 and 2 Corinthians 5:10)
We must believe that He will withhold those blessings from those who do not believe and obey Him.
C. We finish Our Course – 4:10
“For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His”
1. A Reassurance - There is a rest to be entered

2. An Admonition 

This is only achieved by getting to the end of their task – just as God did in His creative work.

2 Tim 4:6-8
“For ﻿﻿I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of ﻿﻿my departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith. ﻿Finally, there is laid up for me ﻿﻿the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous ﻿﻿Judge, will give to me ﻿﻿on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”
D. We Reign with Christ

Colossians 1:21-23
“And you, ﻿﻿who once were alienated and enemies in your mind ﻿﻿by wicked works, yet now He has ﻿﻿reconciled ﻿in the body of His flesh through death, ﻿﻿to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight — if indeed you continue ﻿﻿in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are ﻿﻿not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard.”
Galatians 5:19-21

“Now ﻿﻿the works of the flesh are evident, which are: ﻿﻿adultery, ﻿﻿fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, ﻿﻿murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that ﻿﻿those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”
Conclusion:
